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Report to the Board of Directors, NYS Horse Council 
Sara Chevako, 12/5/2009, updated 12/09/09 

 
History: 
 
In 1999, then-State Senator Nancy Larraine Hoffmann, wishing to support equine trail 
activities in New York State, gave a “Member Item” grant to the New York State Horse 
Council.  The purpose was to encourage the development of trails, especially those 
connecting State lands.  The original concept was to foster partnerships between 
landowners, equine groups and the State. 
 
A slow and arduous period of concept development followed, during which the NYSHC 
developed the “ground rules” for creating grants to equine not-for-profits and 
municipalities.   Not only was the Dept. of Environmental Conservation the State 
government Agency responsible for administering these funds, but it was the major 
Agency controlling the lands involved in the equine trails.  Connector trails and equine 
trails on State lands were required to conform to the local Unit Management Plans, and 
it was necessary for the grantee groups to have signed an Adopt-A-Natural Resource 
Agreement with the DEC in order to be able to perform volunteer work on state land.   
 
An initial request for proposals was distributed, and four worthy propositions were 
submitted.  The proposals were evaluated, and a Board vote was taken in Dec. 2006 to 
allocate the funding to them. 
 
Memoranda of Understanding were signed by two of the grantees, and work was begun 
in 2007.  The other two grantees were unable to fulfill their proposals.  In one case, the 
grantee was unable to obtain use of the property proposed for the trail.  In the other 
case, the grantee decided not to follow through on its proposal.  These grants were 
declined by the organization and subsequently rescinded by the NYSHC.   The funds 
then became available for re-granting -- $10,000 in early 2007 and $29,000 in 
November 2007. 
 
Another request for proposals was sent out and five worthwhile plans were received.  
Each of the five proposals was examined by the NYSHC Board, and a ballot vote was 
taken in April 2007.   Two grants were awarded, using the $10,000 portion.  Following 
the November 2007 availability of the $29,000 grant, three more grants were awarded, 
based on the April ballot vote. 
 
And finally, in early 2009, requests for proposals were sent to the active grantees, which 
had not been fully funded in prior rounds.  Small grants were made to two grantees, 
using the last of the available monies. 
 
We are now very close to closing out the grant process.  The details of the grants are 
given below.  The total disbursed to date is $75,000 of NYS funds; also NYSHC 
contributed and disbursed $4244, and there is $600 remaining to be distributed. 
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Grants Given: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Approximate sites of grant projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catt/Chaut Chapter NYSHC: 
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Pine Hill, in Cattaraugus County 

 
 

 
Pine Hill Trails Map 
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Pine Hills Trails:  $29,000, MOU signed 4/15/07  
 
In early November of 2004, the Cattaraugus-Chautauqua Chapter of the NYSHC 
approached the NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation, Forestry Division, 
with the idea of building horse trails in the Pine Hill / South Valley State Lands.   
After negotiations, they signed a five-year Adopt-a-Natural Resource Agreement 
with the DEC for the project.  It was a three-phase project, consisting of: 
 

• Building over 10 miles of horse trails 
• Building an additional 7 miles of horse trails 
• Extend the trail south to County-owned land at Onoville Marina 

 
During their two-years’ work on these trails, Catt/Chaut discovered the need for a 
camping area suitable for trucks and horse trailers.  Also, some of the trails 
needed hardening with geo cloth, geo textile and gravel, in order to make them 
environmentally sustainable.  A significant cash outlay for machinery and 
materials would be required, in addition to the already formidable number of 
volunteer hours contributed.  They submitted a detailed plan of work and budget 
for this proposal. 
 
The NYSHC Board of Directors voted to allocate $29,000 of the grant money to 
this project, and a Memorandum of Understanding was signed.  The project 
consisted of developing a campsite and parking area at a Pine Hill area known 
as Pineapple Junction, and road rehabilitation.  The project used an excavator 
and operator for stump removal and grading, a tri-axle dump truck to haul out 
stumps and waste, and a 15-ton roller and operator for compacting the road and 
entrance. 
 
In addition, some of the funds were used to prepare another site off Sawmill Run 
Road for a parking area.  Trees and stumps have been removed and some 
grading completed.  This is not finished, but is a good start. 
 
There are seven camp sites and 60’ x 100’ day parking. 
 
The bulk of the work was paid for in several checks, the last contractor check 
being 11/06/2007.  A very small “remainder” check was paid 10/22/2008. 
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Pineapple Junction parking area 
 
 

 
 

Pineapple Junction parking area 
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Pineapple Junction parking area 
 
 

 
 

Pineapple Junction parking area 
 
 



NYSHC Trail Grant Final Report 
 

!

iMac/Sara’s Folders 2009/NYSHC Trail Grant 2009/Sara, 12-09-09, NYSHC Trail Grant w photos Final Report.doc 
 

7 

 
 

Pineapple Junction trail from the parking area 
 
 

 
 

Sign at the parking/camping area 
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Other signage at Pine Hill 
 
 

 
 

Detail of sign at Pine Hill 
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Boutwell-Canadaway Creek: $8,030, MOU signed 11/10/07 
 

 
Canadaway State Forest 

 
The original plan for this area in Chautauqua County encountered difficulties with 
trail easements, but then a different area became available, which did not require 
any improvements. 
 
Subsequently, a three-part action plan was developed to improve parts of three 
trails, which are multiple-use, especially horses in the summer and snowmobiles 
in the winter.  This plan utilized the equipment owned and operated by the Cherry 
Creek Sno-Goers, for work on the following sites: 
 

• Trail crossing Sanford Road:  Remove stumps, relocate trail on higher 
elevation and grade it, consult with Forester and remove “leaner” trees 
(also known as “widow-makers,” for good reason) and dead trees, mow 
trail-side brush. 
  

• Trail east of Lewis and Ruttenbur Road:  Dig culverts and complete 
drainage ditches, consult with Forester to designate & fell dead trees, level 
trailhead and fill low area, chain saw downed trees, install 12” culvert for 
trail drainage. 
 

• Trail south of and parallel to Ruttenbur Road:  Relocate trail and install 
new road approach and 36” culvert, with stump removal, grading, leveling 
and filling. 

 
The work was complete and paid for 5/19/2008. 
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(Insert photos of work in progress, and completed areas.) 
 
 
Pineapple Junction Hi-Tie Pole Area:  $3000, action plan approved 3/6/09 
 
This project was in the new trailhead and parking area at Pineapple Junction.  
They removed 12” of soil in a 20’ x 20’ area under the high lines on 8 sites (for 
horse tethering), replaced it with 16” of #2 screened gravel, and leveled and 
compacted it.   The project was completed 10/09. 

 

 
 

Pineapple Junction Hi-Line hardening site 
 

 
 

Pineapple Junction trail sign 
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Friends of Hammond Hill:  
 
 

 
Hammond Hill State Forest 

 

 
 

Hammond Hill Trail Map 
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Trail Tread Improvement: $8,000, MOU signed 6/23/08 
 
Hammond Hill State Forest is a well-used area of 3,6618 acres and 19 miles of  
multi-use trails in the central southern tier.   Two trail sections were especially in 
need of hardening.  These areas were: 
 

• 1400 linear feet on Yellow One trail   
 

• 800 linear feet on Yellow Six trail 
 

The DEC created the work plan and supplied the materials, including geotextile 
and gravel.  The grant was used to pay the machinery work and operator.  Work 
on Yellow One trail included 5 new waterbars and restoration of 2 existing 
waterbars.  Then geotextile and gravel were put down.  Also, 20” of 15” culvert 
was installed at a trail intersection.  120” of new ditch was constructed west of 
the culvert. 
 
The Yellow Six trail required only geotextile and gravel to cover spruce tree roots. 
 
The completed work was paid for 11/24/2008. 

 

 
 
 

Hammond Hill Trail 
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Hammond Hill Trail 
 
 

 
 
 

Hammond Hill Trail 
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Madison County:   
 

Jones Road Parking Lot & Trailhead:  $6,020, MOU signed 4/21/09 
 

 
Stoney Pond, Jones Road Parking & Trailhead 
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Stoney Pond Trails Map 
 
This project is a trailhead and parking area on Madison County property, 
adjacent to Stoney Pond State Forest, where the trails have been approved by 
the DEC for horseback riding.  The area was forested, and is part of a section 
scheduled for lumbering by the County.   The area can serve as a staging area 
for the lumbering operation, and be a permanent parking area afterwards. 
 
 
 

 
 

Jones Road stump pulling 
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Jones Road, in process 
 
 

 
 

Jones Road Parking Area 
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Jones Road Parking Area 
 
 
NYS Plantation Walking Horse Club:   
 

Tuller Hill Parking Area & Trailhead:  $15,380, MOU signed 1/9/08 
 

 
 

Tuller Hill State Forest 
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Tuller Hill Horse Trails 
 

 
 
Tuller Hill State Forest is a 3000-acre forest in the Town of Virgil, south of 
Cortland (and near Greek Peak ski area).  It contains many multi-use trails, but 
they had not been maintained for several years, and significant numbers of 
“blow-downs” had rendered them unusable.  Approximately 12 miles of trails 
have been cleared with 3 small sections requiring major clearing to be 
completed.  The NYS Plantation Walking Horse Club obtained an “Adopt-A-
Natural Resource” agreement for Site #10 with the DEC, to clear and restore the 
trails.   
 
It became immediately apparent that an off-road parking area for trucks and 
horse trailers was needed.  A site at the corner of Clute and Vinnedge Roads 
was chosen.  The grant involved clearing the selected area, removing stumps, 
removing topsoil, filling and compacting the hard-pan sub-base, installing culverts 
under the two entrance drives, laying geotextile fabric and shale, compacting, 
and topcoating with Item #4, for a 33’ x 300’ parking area and trailhead. 
 
The work was paid for in several segments, with the most being paid 6/10/2008, 
and an overrun paid on 3/30/2009 . 
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Tuller Hill Future Trailhead 
 
 

 
 

Tuller Hill, clearing the way 
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Tuller Hill entrance to parking area/trailhead 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuller Hill sign at entrance to parking area/trailhead 
 
 

 
Tuller Hill Trail Improvement:  $3,000, Action plan approved 3/6/09 
 
This grant addressed a major wet area in the main trail leading from the parking 
area to the trail system.  The contractor dug trenches and installed 4” perforated 
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pipe, and bedded it in #2 stone.  He installed 5’ wide Geo-tex fabric over the 
excavated area, and laid down 8” of Item #4 over the fabric.  He also cut and 
shaped shallow diversions to remove spring water from the trail above the tiled 
area. 
 
The work was completed and paid for 10/01/2009. 

 
 

 
 

Tuller Hill trail prior to work being done. 
 

 
 
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail Association:   
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Wallkill Valley Rail, between New Paltz and Gardiner 

 
 
 
 

 
Ulster County Rail Trail Signage:  $1,970, MOU signed 10/1/07 

 
This grant request was different in that it sought funds to improve signage and 
brochures for the existing 12-mile, multi-use trail running through the Town and 
Village of New Paltz and Gardiner.  Although it had always been a multi-use trail, 
it was desired to emphasize equine use, both in the ten fixed signs and in the 
5000 new brochures. 
 
The work was completed and paid for 1/30/2008. 
 
We have heard further from the Association that they have acquired an "##$%$&'"(!
))*+!,$(-.!&/!0"$(!0&"#!1-#2!.&!%3-!4"((5$((!6"((-7!8"$(!90"$(!:$((!;$'!"!/-:!7-"0.!"/%-0!
0-<"$0.!"'#!10$#=-.!"0-!"##-#>!:$((!1-!"'!-?@$'-!/0$-'#(7!%0"$(!/&0!AB*C!,$(-.D 
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